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UM OFFERS INSTITUTE FOR ONLINE TEACHING AND LEARNING 
MISSOULA -
Extended Learning Services at The University of Montana will offer an institute on online 
teaching and learning at UM on Thursday and Friday, March 5-6.
The Extended Learning Institute, which is slated to become an annual event, is free and 
open to all faculty, administrators, librarians, staff and technology personnel at UM and its 
affiliate campuses. The event will promote the exchange of knowledge, effective practices and 
research relative to online teaching and learning.
Enrollment in online courses at UM has grown 36 percent on average each year for the 
past two years. This growth reflects an increase in the number of faculty teaching online and 
represents a growing repertoire of experience and expertise relative to online and distance 
education. Extended Learning Services is sponsoring the institute to provide a venue for 
conversations and collective learning among those interested in online and distance education.
Rena Palloff and Keith Pratt will be the institute’s keynote speakers in an interactive 
session titled “Best Practices in Online Teaching and Learning.” Palloff and Pratt have co-written 
five books on online teaching and learning, including the seminal work, “Building Learning 
Communities in Cyberspace: Effective Strategies for the Online Classroom.” Their most recent 
book, “Building Online Learning Communities,” was published in 2007.
For details on registration, how to submit a proposal to make a presentation and other 
information, visit the institute’s Web site: http://umonline.umt.edu/xli/.
Extended Learning Services, a division of Continuing Education, connects the resources 
of UM to a diverse audience by facilitating access to educational opportunities through 
UMOnline, summer semester, Wintersession, off-campus programs, professional development 
services and instructional design and development.
For more information, call Mary Engstrom at 406-243-6333 or e-mail 
marv.engstromfeumontana.edu.
###
NOTE TO EDITORS: If you would like to attend the Extended Learning Institute as a member 
of the press, call Mary Engstrom before Friday, Feb. 27, at 406-243-6333 or e-mail
marv.engstromfeumontana.edu.
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